Heal i ng canp transferred
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Nort hern News Services

Fort McPherson (Jan 17/03) - Because of a lack of use the Guch'in
Tri bal Council has handed over the T |oondih Healing Canp to the Fort
McPherson band council .

The healing canp serves as a refuge for troubled fanilies and
i ndividuals and is used for counselling those traunmatized by
resi dential school abuse.

Located about 120 miles fromInuvik, but only 20 miles away from Fort
McPherson, the canp is accessible by boat in the summer and ice road
during the wi nter nonths.

Guich'in Tribal Council president Fred Carmichael said the canp was
rarely being used because of its distance from I nuvik.

The Tetlit Gach'in Council of Fort MPherson expressed interest in
acquiring the canp at the Guich'in Assenbly in August and del egates
unani nously agreed it was a good idea.

Board nmenbers for the Gaich'in Tribal Council gave final approval of
the transfer on Dec. 16 and the deal was finalized on Dec. 19.

Since Fort MPherson was naking better use of the canp anyways,
Carmi chael said the transfer of ownership was a snmart nove.

"It just nakes nore operational sense. They've been doi ng nost of the
wor k out of Fort McPherson anyway so it just nakes a | ot nore sense,”
he sai d.



