Si gned and seal ed but delivery still years away
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I nuvi k (Apr 25/03) - An agreenent that will lead the way to a system of
governnment that has never been tried before was signed here, |ast
Wednesday.

The Gnvich'in and Inuvialuit self-government agreenent in principle
outlines a systemof governnment in the Beaufort Delta that will
represent regional powers to the two aboriginal groups and all others
who live here.

The agreenent was initialled Oct. 3, 2001, and was schedul ed to be
signed June 21, 2002, but Guich'in chiefs refused to support the
docunent over their disagreenent on a section that called for the

di ssolution of the Gaich'in bands. To rectify that problem negotiators
have worked with the chiefs.

The signing cerenony was held at the M dni ght Sun Recreation Conpl ex
with entertai nment provided by the East 3 Reelers, who jigged with all
the signatories. A feast foll owed.

The event began with speeches from co-hosts and negotiators fromthe
I nuvialuit and Gwich'in.

Gni ch'in negotiator Law ence Norbert dedicated the signing for Charlie
Snowshoe and ot her el ders who died before they could see the conpletion
of their work.

"The have certainly paved the way for us,"” Norbert said. "W owe them
our gratitude."

Norbert said the tinme has come for the people of the Beaufort Delta to
be "masters of our own destiny, rather than wards of the state.”

Nor bert was one of the students at the | eadership programin Fort Smith
under the gui dance of Father Pochat who told his students:

"Don't be afraid -- go for it, whatever you do."

Fred Carmichael said the day called for celebration, but also warned
that there is a long way to go and all the people of the region need to
wor k toget her.

"W have to put our petty jeal ousies aside," Carm chael scolded. "Let's
be straight out about it; we are have trouble working within our
organi zations."

He harkened back to when he was a child in Aklavik when the Inuvialuit,
Guich'in and "the white trappers" all worked together



"They all shared the land in harmony and they got along with one
anot her very well," he said. "Wiy? Because in those days, they needed
one anot her and they depended on one anot her."

"You need one anot her today, just as much as you did back then."

Nel I i e Cournoyea, chair and CEO of the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation
congratul ated the people on their determination in seeing the deal this
far.

Cournoyea held up el ders Annie Goose and Jane Charlie as exanpl es of
the strong people who set down the roots for the new generation.

"Those roots are strong and those roots will make sure that what ever
we do and the accountabilities that we take in signing this docunent
today are the right ones," Cournoyea said.

She said there is no shame in difference of opinion and how i n Sout hern
Canada, it's called a "great debate," but when aborigi nal s have
di fferences, "they're fighting."

"Debate is good and different opinions are good," she said, adding that
peopl e shoul d not be fearful of speaking their ninds, because honesty
will lead to the right path.

Robert Nault, mnister for Indian and Northern Affairs, said the
Abori gi nal groups should be congratulated in the achi evenents and said
the regi on has nmuch to | ook forward to.

"When we consider these positive achievenents along with the exciting
resurgence in resource devel opments in the region and the partnerships
they offer, we can feel very confident about the future of the Beaufort
Delta," Nault said. "I look forward to com ng back to sign the fina
agreenent very soon."

Preni er Stephen Kakfwi recalled the early days of the Indian
Br ot her hood and the dream of Aklavik's Charlie Furlong to establish a
"Denuit council," that would bring together the groups as one voice.

"W thought that was pretty inpressive and progressive thinking at the
time," Kakfw said.

The strength and courage of the Inuvialuit and Gaich'in to secure | and
cl ai s

"In the '70s, sonme of us said, we're all going to get our land claim
agreenents and go back to our honmes and |life was going to be pretty
good, " he recalled. "W were young and foolish, to say the least. As
we're starting to acknow edge, the nore we do, the nore there is that
needs to get done -- it doesn't get any easier."”



Beaufort Delta Sel f-CGovernnent team has negotiated the foll owi ng areas:
Cul ture and | anguage

Child and fanily services

Early chil dhood educati on

Educati on

Trai ni ng

Heal t h

I ncone support

Justice and policing

Guardi anshi p, trusteeship, wills and estates
Local governnent operations

* %k %k X F Xk X *

Still to be negoti ated:

Housi ng

Marri age

Economi ¢ devel opnent
Tourism

Roads and traffic
Tourism

* % % F X X

The Beaufort Delta Regional Council

* Repl aces four bands and ei ght munici pal governments.

* Represented with one head councillor each fromInuvik, Aklavik,
Tukt oyakt uk, Sachs Harbour, Hol man, Paul atuk, Tsiigehtchic and Fort
McPher son.

* One head regional councillor
* Regi onal councillor will be elected by all voters
* One Gwich'in and one Inuvialuit councillor

Conmuni ty Council :

* 50 per cent representation for Guvch'in in GMch' in conmunities
* 50 per cent representation for lnuvialuit in Inuvialuit
comunities.

* In Inuvik, council will be 25 per cent Gaich'in, 25 per cent

I nuvi al ui t

and 50 per cent at |arge.

* Al'l residents will nom nate, run and vote for 50 percent of

counci | .



